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continued: "But I'm afraid the Government is over-emphasizing the
importance of our victories."
"Oh, that's excellent, excellent!" Ito burst out over the closely
written pages.
"Ha, ha, ha!" The voice mingled laughter and tears. The Genro
wiped his eyes with the forearm as he said: "This is unexpected good
news. We must win, we must win this war, Saionji-san."
"What is it, Genro Ito?"
"It's the greatest news so far—'7 Ito finally managed to say: "Our
special envoy to America succeeded in convincing President Theodore
Roosevelt. Kaneko won him to our side! At the White House he got
President Roosevelt's promise to help us in every way within his
power—"
They stared at each other for a moment.
Genro Ito broke the silence: "Ha, I must inform His Majesty of this
right away. But I must bring other reports, too. Well, I'd better wait
for the other Genros before I proceed to the palace.—I want to talk
with you. See, I want you to attend our conferences occasionally be-
cause matters are getting very serious."
Someone rushed up into the room. "Ito, is Ito here?"
It was the Chief of the General Staff Field Marshal Yamagata's
voice that rang through the building. The upper sleeves and back of
his khaki uniform were soaked through with perspiration.
"What has happened, Yamagata?"
"What are we going to do about this?" The Field Marshal waved
several papers in his left hand. His eyes were bloodshot. "We must do
something about this. Are we going to let slip our biggest chance of
winning the war?" He struck the papers with his right fist and added:
"Where is Oyama?"
"Tell me, what's the matter?"
"Our supply of munitions is exhausted in the Liaoyang sector* Our
soldiers are at a standstill, although the retreating Russians are within a
range of from three hundred to two hundred meters. It's the time to
pour lead over them and annihilate them now."
Ito listened with knitted eyebrows, his head sinking lower and lower.
He murmured: "We can only do our best and leave the rest to
Providence."
"I cannot bear to think that at this critical moment I have to inr
struct the generals to check their advance because of the lack of muni-

